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ViolenceViolence inin familyfamily

DomesticDomestic violenceviolence is is notnot

sufficientlysufficiently recognisedrecognised

butbut stillstill itit is is oneone ofof thethe

greatestgreatest problemsproblems ofof

publikpublik healthhealth allall overover thethe

worldworld
((MarwickMarwick, 1998), 1998)



RiskRisk factorsfactors ofof violenceviolence inin thethe
familyfamily

-- AlcoholismAlcoholism

-- AggressiveAggressive behaviourbehaviour
inin thethe familyfamily ofof thethe

parentsparents

-- The The wayway ofof thinkingthinking
aboutabout aggressionaggression

-- UnemploymentUnemployment ofof menmen

-- BadBad socialsocial
circumstancescircumstances



ProblematicProblematic alcoholalcohol consumptionconsumption

RiskRisk factorfactor forfor domesticdomestic
violenceviolence accordingaccording

toto severalseveral internationalinternational surveyssurveys

((HamiltonHamilton §§ CollinsCollins, 1981, , 1981, JewkesJewkes, 2002,, 2002,

Kantos Kantos §§ StrausStraus,  1987, ,  1987, etcetc.).)



SurveySurvey containingcontaining thethe datadata ofof 3 3 
generationsgenerations

--AggressivenessAggressiveness ofof grandparentsgrandparents

is a is a predictorpredictor forfor thethe parentparent’’ss

antisocialantisocial behaviourbehaviour

--The The parentsparents’’ antisocialantisocial

behaviourbehaviour is a is a predictorpredictor forfor

parentsparents’’ alcoholismalcoholism andand

aggressivenessaggressiveness inin thethe marriagemarriage

((ChermackChermack, 2003), 2003)



ViolenceViolence inin familyfamily
ViolenceViolence inin familiesfamilies is a is a neglectedneglected

problemproblem inin Hungary Hungary 

WhyWhy doesdoes itit meanmean a a problemproblem??

AsAs wewe knowknow fromfrom thethe internationalinternational
datadata victimsvictims ofof physicalphysical, , mentalmental oror
sexualsexual abuseabuse inin childhoodchildhood havehave a a 

vulnerabilityvulnerability toto

laterlater alcoholismalcoholism oror otherother psysicalpsysical, , 
mentalmental oror addictiveaddictive disordersdisorders



ViolenceViolence inin HungaryHungary
The The questionquestion waswas firstfirst examinedexamined byby

paediatricianspaediatricians inin thethe 1980s1980s
A A newnew symptomatologysymptomatology developeddeveloped: : 

childchild abuseabuse

FewFew surveyssurveys measuringmeasuring thethe problemproblem

The The firstfirst surveysurvey waswas conductedconducted inin
19981998

UntilUntil thatthat yearyear wewe hadnhadn’’tt had had anyany datadata
aboutabout thethe severityseverity ofof thethe problemproblem

andand neitherneither had had wewe knownknown
thethe numbernumber ofof thethe affectedaffected personspersons

DifficultiesDifficulties inin measurementmeasurement



The The problemproblem inin HungaryHungary

The The numbernumber ofof violentviolent crimescrimes is is continouslycontinously
growinggrowing inin HungaryHungary

--AboutAbout 50 % 50 % ofof clearedcleared--upup crimescrimes aimsaims atat
familyfamily membersmembers

--InIn aboutabout halfhalf ofof murdersmurders thethe victimvictim is a is a 
familyfamily membermember

--The The victimvictim ofof everyevery otherother sexualsexual crimecrime is a is a 
familyfamily membermember oror anan acquaintanceacquaintance

UNICEF has UNICEF has rankedranked Hungary a Hungary a dangerousdangerous
countrycountry forfor childrenchildren



SurveySurvey ((fromfrom 1998) 1998) carriedcarried out out inin a a 

representativerepresentative samplesample ofof 1010 1010 womenwomen aboveabove 18 18 

DealingDealing withwith::

--beating beating ofof wiveswives
--sexualsexual violenceviolence towardstowards

wiveswives
--beating beating ofof childrenchildren

--sexualsexual violenceviolence towardstowards
childrenchildren

The The surveysurvey wasnwasn’’tt dealingdealing
withwith mentalmental violenceviolence; ; 

negligencenegligence, , ectect



AimAim ofof thethe surveysurvey toto measuremeasure

--The The wayway ofof thinkingthinking ofof adultadult womenwomen
populationpopulation aboutabout aggressionaggression towardstowards

womenwomen andand childrenchildren

((howhow acceptableacceptable itit is is inin thinkingthinking))

--The The frequencyfrequency ofof violenceviolence inin originaloriginal
familiesfamilies ofof womenwomen

--The The frequencyfrequency ofof violenceviolence inin familiesfamilies

towardstowards womenwomen andand childrenchildren



ConclusionsConclusions ofof thethe surveysurvey

ThinkingThinking aboutabout agressiveagressive behaviourbehaviour

--Beating is Beating is anan acceptedaccepted methodmethod ofof bringingbringing

upup childrenchildren

--ThreeThree--quartersquarters ofof parentsparents thinkthink thatthat theythey

havehave gotgot thethe rightright toto slapslap thethe childchild inin thethe

faceface

--OneOne inin sevenseven parentsparents beatsbeats thethe childchild
regularlyregularly

--18% 18% ofof womenwomen havehave beaten beaten theirtheir childrenchildren

veryvery muchmuch atat leastleast onesones



Conclusion of the survey 

Aggressive behaviour in the original family of the women

(n=1010 )

54%

20,0%

8%

13%5%

Were regularly beaten  in
childhood

Were beaten very much in
childhood at least once

Went through sexual
harrassment in childhood

Had fathers w ho beat their
mothers

No violence in childhood
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Conclusion of the survey 

Aggressive behaviour in the family 

(n=1010)

women went through
sexual harassment in
their marriage at least
once

no harassment
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women were
beaten by their
husbands at least
once
not beat



50%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%
women have been 
assaulted by husbands
or partners for years

Prison research conducted on arrested women 

for crimes against life

33%
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60%

80%

100% women suffered
violence in childhood

(L.Fehér., K. Parti: Women in prison, Criminological studies, 

2002 National Institute of Criminology, Budapest)



PrisonPrison researchesresearches conductedconducted onon
arrestedarrested menmen

(Sz. (Sz. PPóóczikczik PerpetratorsPerpetrators inin prisonprison, 1999 , 1999 
NationalNational InstituteInstitute ofof CriminologyCriminology Budapest)Budapest)
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SurveySurvey ((fromfrom 1994) 1994) carriedcarried out out inin a a 

representativerepresentative samplesample ofof childrenchildren underunder 14 14 
inin a a countycounty

5,7 % 5,7 % endangeredendangered inin

theirtheir familiesfamilies

14 % 14 % ofof assaultedassaulted

childrenchildren sufferedsuffered fromfrom

sexualsexual harassementharassement



AlcoholismAlcoholism andand violenceviolence
No No surveyssurveys existexist examiningexamining thethe

questionquestion ofof alcoholismalcoholism andand violenceviolence inin

HungaryHungary

AlthoughAlthough fromfrom internationalinternational datadata wewe knowknow
thatthat

porblematicporblematic alcoholalcohol consumptionconsumption playsplays anan

importantimportant rolerole inin violenceviolence

InIn 2525--50 % 50 % ofof domesticdomestic violenceviolence thethe

perpetratorperpetrator waswas drankdrank whilewhile committingcommitting thethe
crimecrime

AlcoholismAlcoholism waswas diagnoseddiagnosed inin 6060--70 % 70 % ofof
domesticdomestic violencesviolences

((HamiltonHamilton §§ CollinsCollins, 1981), 1981)



AlcoholproblemAlcoholproblem inin HungaryHungary

NumberNumber ofof registeredregistered alcoholicsalcoholics::

700 000 700 000 



20,7%

6,7% 14,8%

25,3%
16,6%

10,3%

5,6%

Abstinent

Occasional Drinker       

Social drinker                

Moderate drinker           

Regular drinker              

High-risky drinker           

Serious drinker               

Representative survey from 1986 of 6000 

persons above 18                                                              

(Elekes, Liptay)



Representative survey from 1995 of 1500 persons 

above 18 
(Dr. Á. Péter WHO Research)

 problematic 
drinker 20%  20%

 social drinker 
60%

abstientabstientabstient



AlcoholismAlcoholism andand violenceviolence

AccordingAccording toto thethe datadata ofof thethe MinistryMinistry
ofof JusticeJustice thosethose peoplepeople whowho areare
keptkept inin prisonprison duedue toto murderingmurdering a a 
familyfamily membermember werewere alcoholicsalcoholics inin

nearlynearly 100 % 100 % ofof casescases

BothBoth thethe perpetratorperpetrator andand thethe victimvictim
werewere underunder thethe influenceinfluence ofof

alcoholalcohol duringduring thethe crimecrime



WaysWays ofof helphelp

�� legallegal helphelp

�� socialsocial helphelp

�� medicalmedical helphelp



AskingAsking forfor helphelp

81 % 81 % ofof womenwomen askedasked forfor helphelp

MostlyMostly fromfrom thethe policepolice, , butbut onlyonly 1/3 1/3 gotgot
somesome



LegalLegal regulationregulation ofof violenceviolence andand itsits
problemsproblems

--SexualSexual harassmentharassment ofof womenwomen andand childrenchildren
beating beating ofof womenwomen andand childrenchildren areare penalpenal offencesoffences

--PublicPublic opinionopinion differsdiffers veryvery muchmuch
inin thethe questionquestion ofof sexualsexual harassmentharassment inin marriagemarriage

--EverydayEveryday practicepractice dondon’’tt followfollow thethe lawlaw
--InIn most most casescases policepolice is is notnot capablecapable ofof tacklingtackling thethe

problemproblem
--InIn Hungary Hungary therethere is a is a mistrustmistrust towardstowards thethe

institutionsinstitutions ofof thethe orderorder



SocialSocial helphelp
InstitutionsInstitutions: : whrewhre fromfrom helphelp

cancan be be askedasked

FamilyFamily counsellingcounselling centrecentre
ChildChild welfarewelfare centrecentre

FoundationsFoundations ((namednamed ––
EstherEsther andand WomenWomen forfor

WomenWomen))
CrisisCrisis homeshomes

MotherMother’’ss homeshomes
CrisisCrisis lineslines

((Crisis intervention can be Crisis intervention can be 
reachereachedd by phoneby phone))





MedicalMedical helphelp

BothBoth victimsvictims andand perpetratorsperpetrators ofof violenceviolence shouldshould

getget psychiatricpsychiatric / / psychotherapeuticpsychotherapeutic helphelp

((insufficientinsufficient inin Hungary)Hungary)

Crisis interventions should be Crisis interventions should be wildelywildely availableavailable

egeg.: mobile .: mobile crisis crisis teteaamsms

TreatmentTreatment ofof alcoholismalcoholism andand earlyearly interventionsinterventions

forfor porblematicporblematic drinkersdrinkers shouldshould be be takentaken a a lotlot

more more seriouslyseriously



The The situationsituation inin everydayeveryday practicepractice

--ThereThere are less crisis homes than neededare less crisis homes than needed
--WomenWomen don't have enough information about crisis homesdon't have enough information about crisis homes

--AskAsk forfor helphelp is is problematicproblematic:   :   WomenWomen don'tdon't ooftenften ask for ask for 
help help becausbecausee violence is a shamviolence is a shamee

--MostMost peolepeole don'tdon't know that domestic violence is know that domestic violence is 
punishablepunishable

--VictimsVictims oror perpetratorsperpetrators of domestic violence can hardly getof domestic violence can hardly get
ppsychiatricsychiatric / / psychotherapeutic treatmentpsychotherapeutic treatment

--FamiliesFamilies with with aagggressivegressive behaviour can hardly get behaviour can hardly get anyany
familyfamily therapytherapy or or community treatmentcommunity treatment




